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James G. Harbord, United States Army, Chief of the American Military Mission, on the Military Problem of a
Mandatory Over Armenia From: Brig. Gen. George Van Horn Moseley. To: Maj. Gen. James G. Harbord, Chief
American Military Mission to Armenia. Subject: The military problem of a mandatory. When America was
confronted with the problem of the recent war, every effort was made to keep us from being involved in it. For
two years we kept on friendly terms with the nations which were at war, always with the hope that a settlement
would be reached without our becoming involved. The efforts we made to keep out of the war went so far as to
involve the criticism by first one power and then another. On the other hand, when we finally were confronted
with a situation which made it our duty to enter the war, we did so on a very broad basis. Plans were made to
cover every contingency. The home Government gave loyal support without regard to party lines, and a most
carefully selected personnel was placed in charge of all our operations. To the professional soldier it was one of
the most surprising features of the war to see our country, in which national defense was largely either
neglected or based upon unsound legislation, entirely reverse itself and go to the limit in adopting sound
principles for prosecuting the war. This, more than anything else, accounts for the national success we have. It
is my opinion that we must approach the problems of the Near East in the same way. Half measures will
certainly...
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