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- Print on Demand Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2003 in the subject Politics - International Politics -
Region: South Asia, printed single-sided, grade: 1.0 (A), University of Heidelberg (South Asian Institute for
Political Science), course: State and Economy in South Asia, with the example of India, 18 entries in the
bibliography, language: English, abstract: Many scholars expected India to drag her feet in the liberalization
process, due to the opposition of economically weak groups, negatively aDected by a globalized market
economy, but politically empowered through institutions created by India's long democratic tradition (Lanyi
2000). The missing of this resistance was one of the most puzzling experiences of the last ten
years.Supplementing Rob Jenkins' popular thesis that India is going through a 'reform by stealth' (Jenkins
1999) led by witty politicians, perfectly able to play the tunes of these various institutions, this article will provide
a neo-institutionalist position with emphasize on the impact of the IMF's structural adjustments programme on
the federal and local level, which led to a change in the formal as well as in the informal institutions themselves.
There are four points in Jenkins' approach open to criticism and able to undermine the achievements of his
research:a) the reductionist and static understanding of institutionsb) the neglect of international
entrepreneurs and structure influencing institutional policyc) the neglect of specific Indian 'realities', forcing
institutions to adapt in the face of liberalizationd) the overemphasizing on the relevance of informal institutions
and corruption as a means to achieve desired political outcomes.The thesis provided in this essay will be that
the observed shiG towards an increased directive ability of the central government is only a short-term
phenomenon masking a steadily accelerating devolution...
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