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DOWNLOAD PDF for Present Economic Conditions. CHAPTER I. Whom the Gods
Wish to Destroy, they First Make Mad. Ten years ago, political
conditions in Los Angeles were well nigh intolerable. One man,
through the connivance of some and the pusillanimity of others,
Lpractically ruled the city.p He was an absolute dictator. CJSTo
man could be a candidate for public office, y in city or county,
without his sanction, and when elected, no office-holder could
appoint a deputy or assistant to the humblest position in his
administration without the o. k. of the dictator. A newspaper,
more or less in league with this dictator and the principles he
represented, ruthlessly maligned and berated any citizen who
dared to question the motives or methods of this oligarchyind
altogether the situation was, as already mentioned, intolerable.
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