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Salt Publishing, United Kingdom, 2009. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Reprint. 242 x 186 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Troubles Swapped for Something Fresh is a eclectic and
exciting gathering of poem and prose-poem manifestos and unmanifestos that try to understand what poetry
is and who or what it might be for. It is also about what the authors might want or demand from poetry, in
either a general or personal way. Manifestos are often declamatory and incendiary, but | have tried to defuse
polemic and overtly dictatorial rhetoric by juxtaposition, and by selecting work from a wide range of critical
and poetic positions, not least that of satire and wit. | ve previously - as any of my students will tell you -
dismissed manifestos, but have more recently found them useful to react against, to incite comment and both
critical and poetical reponse with. Rather than read them as a definitive and final statement, | have come to see
them as an important part of poetics: a useful way to think about reasons for writing, about processes and
techniques one might use to make poetry, and about existing or potential relationships with real or imaginary
audiences. The book is designed to encourage and incite readers to engage with what all too often is regarded
as a trivial and occasional art form. | believe, as do many of the other contributors, that poetry is far more than
self-expression and heartfelt truth, it is where language is actually rooted and initiallly located; it is where
thought itself comes into being. Language is wonderful and intoxicating stuff, an engaging and pliable medium
with endless potential for reinvention and recreation. If the reader can find enthusiasm, passion, laughter and
deep thought in this book - and then...
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