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HIS LAST POEM. LEFT UNFINISHED. I. This Rhyme I build on what
my old friend Will As having happd himself, once told to me. Of
most grave countenance, yet of most keen skill To set a truth
within a jest was he. Of a fine wisdom he had store, but still So
held in poise of whimsicality, Few deemed him wise but me; it
was his nature Rather to stoop than overstretch his stature. II.
Nor did he hate the Devil with all his heart, But found some little
wrinkles in his horn So comic-taking that he could not part From
some small kindness to that king forlorn. I will not name them,
we have such an art Of branding little flaws with blame and
scorn Beyond proportion; only, like his fellows, This friend of
mine had, too, his peccadilloes....
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