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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1904 edition. Excerpt: . together with disconnected notes made as opportunity
afforded, leads to the following conclusions: 1. The storms generally begin with granular snow in the form of
pellets. 2. As the storm progresses granular snow with crystalline centers make their appearance, followed by
the open ( fern stellar ) type. 3. Next the more solid forms appear and become more numerous, while the open
type of crystal generally stops. 4. In the case of light snow, the crystals from high clouds are preponderantly of
the solid nucleus type, while those from low clouds are generally of the open structure type. An interesting case
of snow from low levels is that of- frost snow, which is always of the open fern stellar type. Observations, of
which the foregoing are typical, have led to the formulation of the following hypothesis with respect to the
formation of snow crystals. This hypothesis. is advanced with the realization that such generalizations are
uncertain and subject to revision or rejection. It can only be tested by the comparison of data taken over a wide
range of space and time. Mr. Bentley s large body of data was gathered for the purpose rather of securing
perfect specimens than to determine the frequency with which each type occurs; nevertheless, it is most
valuable from this standpoint also. The hypothesis is as follows: I. The primitive crystal is, for the tabular form,
the fern stellar type, i. e. open in structure and with many...
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