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Number: (OCoLC)44375341 Subject: Korea -- Foreign relations -- United States. Excerpt: . . . Korean peninsula as
long as there is a need and we are 33 welcome. In 1990, the Department of Defense published a document
entitled A Strategic Framework for the Asian Pacific Rim: 34 Looking Toward the 21st Century. This study
attempted to respond to the changing international environment after the end of the Cold War and to take into
account increasing economic pressures in the United States to reduce the defense budget. In so doing, its
authors tried to define U. S. national objectives in Asia and the force structures required to protect and foster
these objectives. Regarding the Korean peninsula, it described the border between the two Koreas as one of the
worlds potential military flashpoints and set forth three bilateral security objectives. The first was to deter North
Korean aggression or defeat this aggression if deterrence failed. Second, to reduce political and military
tensions on the peninsula and to encourage the initiation of confidence-building measures. Third, to begin the
transition of U. S. forces in the 35 ROK from a leading to a supporting role. As part of this important transition,
the Pentagon envisioned a three-phased restructuring of American forces. In the first phase, estimated to take
between 1 and 3 years, the United States pledged to reduce its forces by approximately 7, 000 personnel - 2, 000
from the Air Force and 5, 000 support troops from 36 the Army. In phase two, between 3 and 5 years, the United
States and South Korea would review the threat and consider reducing the force...
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